CabrilloCollege EMT Training Program

Nasopharyngeal Airway

Takes or verbalizes body substance isolation precautions


	Procedure


	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Measure Airway

· Size airway from patient’s tip of nose to the earlobe or angle of jaw to midline of the lip.
· Lubricate with water soluble lubricant.
	
	
	

	Insert

· Gently push the tip of the nose upward
· Insert NPA with bevel pointing toward septum, gently rotating the airway side to side while advancing it.

· At no time should the airway be forced into the nostril.  

· If patient begins to gag immediately remove the airway.

· Flange or proximal ring should rest against the end of the nostril.
	
	
	

	Reassess Airway/Ventilations


	
	
	


Objective:  The examinee will demonstrate how to size and place a nasopharyngeal airway

Equipment:  Adult airway manikin, a variety of nasopharyngeal airways, lubricant.
Indications:  Semiconscious or unconscious patient with a gag reflex unable to tolerate an OPA.
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