CabrilloCollege EMT Training Program

Suctioning Oropharynx with Rigid Suction Tip

Takes or verbalizes body substance isolation precautions


	Procedure


	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Assess

· Open airway by tilting patient’s head back in the sniffing position.

· Assess if patient’s airway is in need of suctioning.
	
	
	

	Assemble

· Assemble suction equipment by connecting rigid tip to tubing, then to suction source.
· Ensure suction unit is working by turning it on, then off.
	
	
	

	Airway

· Measure depth of rigid suction tip insertion by measuring the distance from tip of earlobe to tip of nose following the curvature of the jaw.

· Turn suction unit on.

· Place patient on his or her side, or turn head to the side if possible.

· Insert suction catheter to appropriate depth.

· Suction as catheter is withdrawn by placing your finger over the hole in the catheter tip.
· Limit suctioning to 15 seconds.

· Irrigate suction tip with solution as needed.

· Repeat the above technique as needed.


	
	
	

	Breathing

· Ventilate apneic patient after suctioning or administer O2 as needed to a breathing patient.
	
	
	

	Reassess Airway/Ventilations


	
	
	


Objective:  The examinee will demonstrate how to suction the oropharynx using a rigid suction tip.

Equipment:  Adult airway manikin, rigid suction tip, connective tubing, suction unit, irrigating solution and container.
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