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Horticulture
The Program

Horticulture in-
volves the study of: 
soils, plants, design, 
construction, man-
agement, crop and 
food production 
methods, restoration 
techniques, and how 

these all interact with water, light, weather, climate, 
insects, fungi bacteria and more!
	 Sustainability and organic methods are top priori-
ties in Cabrillo’s Horticulture Department located on 
11 acres overlooking the Monterey Bay.
	 You will receive training in three main areas of 
specialization: landscape horticulture, nursery & crop 
management and organic agriculture. Cabrillo’s horti-
culture department is CCOF certified for in-ground 
vegetable and cut flower production and vegetable 
transplants.
	 Participation in our extensive 
hands-on labs, student-assisted 
nursery and organic farm field at 
the top of the campus, plus lecture 
courses prepares you for success in a 
wide variety of horticulture-related 
careers. 

In Class you will:
l	Develop landscape 	
	 and planting plans 	
	 for real world  		
	 clients				 
l	Develop an 
	 Organic System 		
	 Plan for taking your 	
	 farm organic		
l	Prepare and install 	
	 irrigation system 		
	 designs and learn 	
		 troubleshooting 		
	 strategies
l	Explore computer 	
	 applications used 		
	 in business and 		
	 landscape design

l	Grow food crops in con-		
	 trolled environments using 	
	 hydroponics techniques
l	Learn to identify plants
l	Learn to diagnose plant 		
	 problems using skills from 	
	 pest management classes			 
l	Augment your skills if 	

you’re already working in fields such as retail or whole-
sale nurseries, organic flower and food production, and 
the landscape professions.
l	Broaden your existing technical horticulture skills. 

Depending on your major, you might graduate with an 
A.S. degree, a Certificate 
of Proficiency or a Skills 
Certificate. We strongly 
recommend you meet with 
a Cabrillo counselor who 
will help you figure which 
option is right for you. 

Employment
Many graduates work in nurseries and landscape busi-
nesses as propagators, growers, retail & wholesale sales 
associates, landscape architects, contractors, designers 
and landscape managers. We are expanding our focus 
to include non-conventional food production methods 
including organic and hydroponics. Working in restora-
tion landscape and arboriculture are also options.
	 Approximately half of our students start or have 
already started their own businesses by the time they 
graduate and over 50% of our courses transfer to 
CSU.



		

The Profession
Enjoy working outdoors 
and/or growing plants? 
Like working with your 
hands? 
Got an eye for fine detail? 
Interested in sustainable 
practice in developing land-

scapes and growing food & ornamental crops?

Horticulture professionals are in high demand—espe-
cially those who have been well-trained, communicate 
well, have excellent technical skills, and are current on 
the latest information and technologies in the diverse 
horticulture industry. 
	 Come explore horticulture as a career option and 
gain valuable field experience by working closely with 
professional propagators and greenhouse managers, 
landscape architects, contractors, restoration ecolo-
gists, integrated pest specialists and organic farm own-
ers from the horticulture industry. 

“Cabrillo creates 	

a community with 

an excellent staff, 

top-notch facilities, 

and endless hands-

on learning experi-

ences that directly 

apply to both the 

classroom and the 

working world. 	

This program 

has given me the 

tools to attain the 

future that I’m 	

striving for.”

 — Chris Teuteberg

6500 Soquel Drive l Aptos, CA 95003 l 831- 479 - 6100 
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Nondiscrimination Policy
Cabrillo Community College does not discriminate on the basis of ethnic 
group identification, national origin, religion, age, sex, race, color, physical 
or mental disability, or sexual orientation in any of its policies, procedures, 
or practices. This nondiscrimination policy covers admission and access 
to, and treatment and employment in, the college’s programs and activi-
ties, including vocational education programs. Limited English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admission to and participation in vocational 
education programs.

Plan De Acción No Discriminatoria
Cabrillo Community College no discrimina a base de identificación con grupos 
étnicos, nacionalidad de origen, religión, edad, sexo, raza, color, incapacidad 
mental o física ni orientación sexual en ninguna de sus reglamentaciones, 
procedimientos o prácticas. Este plan de acción no discriminatoria incluye 
la admisión y el acceso a los programas y actividades, y el tratamiento y el 
empleo en los mismos, incluyendo la educación vocacional. Tener limitadas 
destrezas en el idioma inglés no constituirá una barrera para ser admitido o 
participar en los programas de educación vocacional.	 6/09

This publication was produced pursuant to grant agreement 08-C01-005. This 
project was supported by the Career Technical Education Act of 2006 Title 1C 
funds awarded to the Cabrillo Community College District by the Chancellor’s 
Office, California Community Colleges.

How To Enroll
Step 1 You may apply 
online at www.cabrillo.
edu, or use the form in the 
Schedule of Classes. Your 
application can be faxed 
(831-479-5782), brought 

in person or mailed to: Admissions and Records 	
Office, Cabrillo College, 6500 Soquel Drive, Aptos, CA 
95003.

Step 2  You will receive registration information in 	
the mail including your time to begin registering. 
 

Who May Enroll
Cabrillo College is open to anyone 18 years of age or 
older, or anyone with a high school diploma or profi-
ciency certificate. High school students also may attend 
classes at Cabrillo on a limited basis with the permission 
of their high school principals.
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