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INSTRUCTIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

December 2007
As the fall semester comes to a close, I thought about the many topics of this newsletter over the past 2 ½ years, and realized that few have focused on the students specifically.  So, in this Instructional Highlights, after the announcements, I’ve put the spotlight on student accomplishments.  There are many more than are cited here, but you will find here some of this fall’s stories. It’s been an eventful fall semester, and next year promises to be just as event-filled as we take on the task of developing the next 3-year College Master Plan, the Title V grant application, and the space reallocation process.  To prepare for all of that, I hope you have a restful winter break and happy holidays. 
  --Renee

        REMINDERS

Wintersession dates:  Jan. 7 – Feb 1

Spring Semester  (for syllabus planning)

· Spring flex: Feb 5 – Feb 8

· Classes begin: Feb 11

· Final exam week:  Mon, June 2 – Sat, June 7

· Commencement:   Friday, June 6





          ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spring 2008 final exam schedule:  The final exam schedule printed in the spring class schedule is in error.  Spring 2008 finals week begins on Mon, Jun 2 and ends Sat June 7.  I have emailed everyone a revised finals schedule and it is available from your Division office. It is also on the college web pages under “Class Schedules,” Spring 2008 PDF.
Space Reallocation Process:  The college has entered an agreement with a space planner, who will assist in determining needs for the space reallocation process. The team will be reviewing all relevant data (demographics, program changes, current space allocations, etc) in January and will meet with faculty and staff in groups during the month of February.  These meetings will be scheduled in conjunction with your Division office.  A kick off meeting with the space planners will take place during flex week:  Wed, Feb 6, 3:00-5:00 room 314.

Accreditation update:  The accreditation site team has completed its work and submitted its report to ACCJC.  The commission will review this report in January and we can expect notification from the commission in early February.

Fast Track to Work:  Dena Taylor and Catherine Lachance from Fast Track To Work made a highly successful presentation at the CalWORKs Partnership Summit Conference in  San Diego on November 28 on how FTTW collaborates with the local Workforce Investment Board, eliciting the following comment from the CalWORKs director at  Cuesta College: "This workshop made the whole conference worthwhile!" 
Tech Factor Grant Award Winners:  Congratulations to the winners of the 2007 Tech Factor Grants:

Ali Amercupan, Kenny Atkins, Bill Fisher,  Karen Groppi, Tim Hawkins, Robert Hines, Steve Hodges, Carol Hoffman, Anita Lande, Jojo McCleod, Gary Marcoccia, Rick Nolthenius, Wendy Norris, Robert Palmer, Beth Regardz, Pavan Sarandos, Gary Schultheis.
WebAdvisor Training for Online Rosters:

Just another reminder that if you haven’t yet been trained on accessing your online rosters through WebAdvisor, you will have several opportunities for training/assistance prior to the first day of class either through the TLC or your Division staff (flex credit available).

The TLC will be offering demonstrations during flex week:  Wed, Feb 6, 1:00-3:00, room 513.

TLC staff will also be hosting a hands-on open house:           Wed, Feb 6, 3:00-5:00, TLC.

The new faculty orientation for part time faculty:

  Thurs, Feb 7, 6:00-8:00, SAC 202

                                                                SPOTLIGHT ON
Student Accomplishments in fall 2007

Athletics win big this fall

· Football:

· Won the Conference championship

· Went to the Bowl Game in Sacramento for the first time since 1999.  Won the Bowl Game 56-35!

· Soccer:  

· Women finished second in the conference and lost in the first round of Northern California play-offs

· Men finished second in the conference and beat Feather River in the first round of play offs, Chabot in the second round of play offs and play Santa Rosa on December 1st.
· Emily Belding was named MVP and Michael Polhamus was named goal 
keeper of the year!

· Volleyball

· Won the Conference championship – they were undefeated.

· Won the first round of play-offs against College of the Sequoias

· Won the second round of play-offs against College of the Siskiyous November 24th  

· Among the final 8 that went to the State play-offs in Fresno on Friday, November 30th.

· Water Polo

· Women finished third in the Coast Conference

· Men finished second in the Coast Conference and fourth in Northern California

A special congratulations to the coaches!
· Paolo Carbone, who was named Coast Conference Soccer Coach of the year

· Bill Garrison, who was named Coast Conference Football Coach of the year

· Jessica Kaven, who was named Northern California Volleyball Coach of the year.

Broadcast journalism students score big at regional newspaper competition

Cabrillo College journalism students swept the radio and TV news award categories at the Journalism Association of California College’s northern California conference.

Student and faculty representatives from 22 college journalism programs attended the one day conference at San Jose State University.  Colleges as far south as Cabrillo and as far north as Humboldt State went head-to-head in a series of print and broadcast contests including news photography, graphic design, news writing, newspaper page layout and radio/TV news. Journalism faculty and newspaper advisers from the northern California region judged the contest entries. 

Cabrillo’s journalism program won top honors in every broadcast news contest. Journalism students Sam Meneely and Kamryn Clark, who transferred from Cabrillo to San Jose State last Spring, won best on-air performance for their newscast aired on Watsonville station KAPU.  Best broadcast news portfolio went to six students (Todd Guild, Vidaehi Amir, Emily Quirk, Loni Bandower, Alice Vechiolla, and Kyle Ward) for the five minute radio features they produced in JOURN 35 on topics ranging from homelessness to spooky tales from the Bay View Motel.  Quirk and Vechiolla, two of the award winners, now work in local news production at radio stations KUSP and KSCO having taken JOURN 35, the journalism program’s radio broadcasting course.  Voice multimedia editor Gabriel Bentley took home the award in the video news category.  Bentley bagged awards for two TV news features he filmed and edited in Spring ’07, one covering construction of the Scotts Valley campus, and the other on the dedication ceremony of a new roof for the Cabrillo Stroke Center. 

In the news writing categories, former Voice reporter and now full-time reporter for the Register Pajaronian, Todd Guild, racked up three awards and one honorable mention.  Guild swept the enterprise news category for his investigative reporting of two community-based environmentalism stories, one on the use of biodiesel in the county and the other on restaurants in Santa Cruz that have banned styrofoam packaging.  Guild took a fourth place award for his news feature story on Cabrillo students who stood up to a purse snatcher during a campus abroad trip to Naples.  The honorable mention went to Guild for his story on local pot shops in the county.

Cabrillo student Mary Vidnovic won first place in the line illustration contest for her realistic rendering of Kurt Vonnegut’s image, and photojournalism student Augustus Stanchfield took fourth place for his sports feature photo of former Cabrillo head football coach Steve Cox.

Horticulture students win landscape design awards:

In spring of 2007 the Rosicrucian Museumin San Jose announced a landscape design competition to redesign 2 sites on their park property. The intent of the redesigns were to replace existing lawn spaces with California native plants and create educational experiences that tie in with the Museum's exhibits.  Lisa McAndrews, a horticulture instructor and California licensed Landscape Architect, asked her students in the spring semester classes if they were interested in participating in a design group to create plans for the sites. The five students who committed to the project, Kathy Alford, Glenn Douglas, Kim Ferrell, Jackie Nunez de Villavicencio and Carri Wagner, set 3 major goals for their design: 

1. To promote the use of garden worthy California native plants, using as much diversity as possible, but still creating formal elements that evoke Egyptian garden styles seen in historical sources; 

2. To build upon and add to the existing Egyptian & Rosicrucian motifs that are currently included in the landscapes on the Rosicrucian Park site; 

3. To encourage enjoyment and appreciation for both Egyptian garden history and the appropriate use of California natives by creating landscape spaces that are dynamic, very accessible and invite everyone to enjoy these spaces in a variety of ways, including barrier free pathways. 

Lisa's students won both parts of this competition, where they competed with about 40 other entries. Each student won a cash prize of $500 and the Horticulture Department received $2500.



STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

Below is an email from a former student of accounting instructor Ken Haass, yet another

student who writes back to tell of his excellent educational experience at Cabrillo and

praising the faculty.  

“I was in your Financial Accounting course last spring, and I have now moved from Santa Cruz to Boston, where I am about two weeks into the MBA program at Harvard Business School (HBS).  Almost since the moment I got here, I’ve been eager to write to let you know how grateful I am for your class!    

I was really pleased with your class before I arrived, but now I’m even more excited about our time together last spring.  Your focus on the fundamentals of financial accounting, with just the right amount of bookkeeping, is serving me incredibly well right now.  About one-third of my class has come from “non-traditional backgrounds,” which is a nice way of saying that we weren’t auditors, strategic consultants, or investment bankers.  Nearly all of the students that have come from fields like engineering, technology, law, medicine, government, non-profits, military service, consumer products, and forestry (actually, I’m the only one of those) were required to take an accounting class prior to arriving at HBS.  Many of the students that took expensive accounting courses through private programs in New York and Washington DC arrived here struggling with core concepts like A=L+E and the meaning of accrual, vs. cash, accounting.  Many didn’t really know how to use T-accounts, there was some confusion on the use of depreciation when preparing statements, and so on.  I’m sure that all of these students will learn these basics without any problems here, but I was just so glad to avoid these hurdles in my first few weeks here.  And I really impressed my study partners when I referenced the four tests for an operating lease vs. a capital lease!   

I have told the gentleman who coordinates the pre-MBA curriculum to recommend Cabrillo to any future student coming from the Central Coast, and I hope that they end up in your class.  Once again, thanks so much for your passionate and effective teaching of a subject that is central to understanding the businesses that we study, invest in, work for, and shop at.”

