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INSTRUCTIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

November 2006

It’s been a great month with so many things good things happening at Cabrillo.  We had successful local elections, the approval of eight new faculty hires, the distribution of State Instructional Equipment money, and the re-accreditation of two of our vocational programs. The season is filled with Cabrillo performances in dance, music and theatre, and our athletics teams have done remarkably well this semester. The Student Senate sponsored two Thanksgiving dinners, one at the Watsonville Center and one at the Aptos Campus last week and as usual, they were a major hit with students, faculty and staff.  I personally enjoy seeing everyone there.  In addition, the students were collecting for the Second Harvest food campaign, collecting donations for their part of the Cabrillo College pledge.  I’d like to share a few of the highlights with you.
Elections:  Congratulations to Al Smith, Claudine Wildman, and Gary Reece on their re-election as Cabrillo Trustees. We are fortunate to have such a good Governing Board! 
Academic Hiring Prioritization:  Eight faculty positions were funded for next year in the following programs:  Reading, Chemistry, Nursing, Fire Technology, Philosophy, Math, Accounting, and Music. For the full Board, go to the “P” Drive.

State Instructional Equipment funds:  This year the combination of the regular SIE allocation and the additional one-time dollars have allowed us to fund close to $500,000 worth of equipment requests, including 5 computer labs which were in dire need of replacement equipment:  CIS lab 2501; Accounting & English lab 513; Reading lab room 1063; Watsonville Center Main Lab 4550; and Watsonville Center Integrated Learning Center 4410.  In addition the Writing Center was upgraded and the library received 10 new laptops for student check out.  The computer costs were approximately 25% of the total allocation, leaving the remainder for other critical needs including the biology lab, 20 new digital pianos, and a myriad of additional pieces of equipment. For the fully funded list, go to the “P” Drive under Instruction.  Also included on that list are the pieces of equipment funded from alternate sources. 

REMINDERS
Faculty Grants and ASCC Grants:  The winners of the 2006 Faculty Grants for Student Success have been selected and will be recognized at the Faculty Grants Reception on Tuesday, November 28 in the Sesnon House from 3:00 – 5:00.  This year, the Faculty Senate has joined the Foundation in honoring the recipients and the reception will be held in lieu of the regularly scheduled Senate meeting.  For the first time, the ASCC Faculty Support grants winners will also be honored at this event.

Final Exams:  Dec. 11 – 16

Please remember that you are expected to hold your final exam/activity during the scheduled exam period for your class during this week. If you teach a class that normally meets only once a week, check with your dean to make sure there are no room conflicts.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Second Harvest Donations: You have already received an email from Brian about the Second Harvest Food Drive. Cabrillo has set a goal of raising 20,000 pounds of food for the food drive, and the challenge is on!  The Student Senate set the goal and the students are already well on their way to raising a significant percentage of the total.  Business Services, Instruction, Student Services, IT, the President’s Office and the Watsonville Center are all competing to raise the most for this worthy cause. So, please consider giving at your department or division office.  Each office has a barrel if you’d like to bring non-perishable goods. They also have envelopes if you’d rather give a cash donation.  Each dollar equals 3 pounds of food.  
If you choose to give cash or a check, then please use one of the Second Harvest envelopes (available in your division office), which has “Instruction” printed in the upper left hand column. For each dollar you donate, you will receive one raffle ticket. You can get the raffle tickets from the office staff when you turn in the envelope.  Prizes include dinner for two at Pino Alto, dinner for two at Bleu Spoon, a piece of original art from Dan Martinez, tickets for two to any spring Cabrillo performing arts event, and a dental cleaning at the Cabrillo Dental Clinic.    
SPOTLIGHT ON
Re-accreditation:  Both Nursing and Medical Assisting have gone through their respective  accreditation processes this fall with the site visits taking place during the same week in November.  As the site visits concluded in both cases, the validators noted the excellent work of the departments and the superb quality of the faculty.  Congratulations to the Nursing faculty and to the Medical Assisting faculty on the success of their programs!

A Student Success Story (from Michele Rivard)

Natalie Ballenger, a senior at Harbor High and Cabrillo Theater and Music Department is one of four showcased young performers on the nationally broadcast radio program, "From the Top." She sang a solo and then ended the program with a duet performed with Angela Brown, a Metropolitan Opera star who is slated to sing the title role in AIDA in 2007. They received a standing ovation after their duet.

Natalie was chosen to perform for "From the Top" while attending the Boston University Tanglewood Institute, a six week voice program run concurrently with the Tanglewood Festival, the summer home of the Boston Symphony. Those chosen automatically receive a scholarship of $7500 to the New England Conservatory of Music, the home and educational partner of "From the Top". Ms. Ballenger sang the solo Miranda by Richard Hageman and the duet “Sul aria” from Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro with Ms. Brown.  "From The Top" is a non-profit organization that produces a weekly, one-hour radio broadcast that is distributed to 250 National Public Radio stations and has an audience of 750,000 listeners.

WHAT WE ARE READING
No one submitted anything this month. Maybe we’re all too busy too read anything for pleasure!
 
