BIO. ANTHR. EXAM #2 – Nonhuman Primates

The correct answers are in RED. There is NO Question #8 – you were to mark your SCANTRON for #8 as “A”.

1. The core, or basic, social unit among all primate species is

A. a core group of related females
C. a core group of related males

B. a pair-bonded male and female
D. a female and her dependent offspring
2. You observe a primate community in which 1) relationships between females and males are on an equal footing and 2) females are frequently the group’s dominant individuals, you would most likely be observing

A. chimpanzees 
C. gorillas

B. snow monkeys
D. bonobos
3. Studies of chimpanzee groups across Africa indicate that chimps show:

A. variation in tool use and hunting techniques
C. no behavioral variation from group to group

B. little affection between mothers and children
D. communication abilities similar to humans

4. You are planning on giving a paper at the American Association of Biological Anthropologists on your 2 1/2 years of fieldwork among a community of primates in their natural habitat. While much of your paper deals with their human-like sexual behavior, you also stress that these primates spend an equal amount of time in knuckle-walking and opportunistic bipedalism. Which of the following titles would most likely be that of your paper?

A. Hot-tubing Primates: The Macaques of Japan
C. Gentle Giants: Among the Gorillas

B. Primordial Humans: The Wild Chimpanzees
D. Oh You Sexy Thing: The Bonobos of the Congo
5. After a conflict, bonobos often immediately begin to restore harmony within the group.  How do they do this?

A. share food
C. groom each other

B. engage in sexual behaviors
D. all of these

6. A major difference between American monkeys and all the other monkeys is that American monkeys

A. have grasping tails
C. eat only leaves

B. are strictly ground-dwellers
D. use sex to diffuse potentially violent situations

7. Which of the following is a TRUE statement?

A. No American monkeys use tools
C. Gorillas are highly aggressive

B. Chimps relate to one another as individuals
D. All of these are true statements

9. Chimpanzees exhibit behaviors in the wild that I suggested might be considered “cultural.” These behaviors include:


A. grooming
C. caring for infants


B. making simple tools
D. inter-group aggression

10. Tool manufacture and use has been observed among several primate species, including


A. humans and chimpanzees
C. humans, chimps and gorillas 


B. humans, chimps and macaques
D. humans, chimps and bonobos
11. Reciprocal grooming among the primates functions in a number of ways including 

A. showing readiness to eat
C. establishing and maintaining social bonds
B. initiating sexual activity
D. all of these

12. Which of the following traits clearly distinguishes American monkeys from all other monkeys?

A. color vision
C. wet noses
B. grasping hands
D. none of these distinguish one group from the other
13. While living in the community in which he was born and raised, a male rhesus monkey’s social rank depends foremost on
A. his physical strength
C. his father’s social rank
B. his mother's social rank
D. his hunting ability

14. Which of the following primates would most like have a grasping tail?

A. gibbons, siamangs and macaques
C. monkeys from the Americas

B. your anthropology instructor
D. monkeys from Africa

15. Leaf clipping among chimps . . . 

A. reinforces the dominance hierarchy
C. helps locate friends during the night
B. alerts group members to favored food resources
D. often indicates an individual’s mental / emotional state
16. Which of the following features clearly distinguishes lemurs (the prosimians) from all the other primates?


A. lemurs have wet noses
C. lemurs eat only leaves


B. lemurs are strictly arboreal
D. lemurs have highly mobile faces

17. The most frequent makers and users of tools among chimpanzees are

A. juvenile males
C. adult males

B. adult females
D. juvenile females

18. What primate species are characterized by a lack of estrus controlled sexual behavior? 

A. Bonobos and chimpanzees
C. humans and bonobos
B. Macaques and baboons
D. Bonobos, chimpanzees and humans

19. The ability to touch the thumb with the tips of the other fingers is called


A. prehensility
C. opposability
B. grasping
D. dexterity

20. Some chimps have been observed eating a substance that is said to act as a medicine. What is the substance and what ailment are the chimps trying to control?


A. clay / bleeding
C. leaves / worms

B. stinging termites / upset stomach
D. roots / diarrhea

21. Which of the following traits distinguishes apes from monkeys?

A. apes invent new forms of behavior –  monkeys never do 
C. apes alter symbolic meanings –  monkeys never do

B. apes are opportunistic bipeds – monkeys never are
D. none of these distinguish apes from monkeys

22. Egalitarian (meaning fairly equal in power) relationships between the sexes are extremely rare among the primates. However, there is at least one species in which egalitarian relationships are the norm - the


A. bonobos
C. chimpanzees 


B. now monkeys
D. modern humans

23. In which of the following is a female most likely to accept a male's sexual advances regardless of whether she is ovulating or not?


A. snow monkeys
C. humans and chimpanzees


B. snow monkeys and rhesus macaques
D. bonobos and humans
24. You're walking through the forest and come upon a group of primates cracking open nuts by using stones as hammers. You're most likely looking at a group of


A. snow monkeys
C. chimpanzees

B. orangutans
D. all of these

25. You've been asked to carry out an extended field study of cooperative hunting among the non-human primates. Which primates would you most likely choose and where would you choose to work?


A. Snow monkeys / Japan
C. Orangutans / Sumatra


B. Chimpanzees / Tanzania
C. Gorillas / west Africa

26. Which of the following are parts of capuchin social and/or cultural behavior? 

A. use tools
C. hammer and anvil technology

B. passive food sharing
D. all of these are parts of capuchin behavior
27. What is the typical social grouping among chimpanzees and bonobos?

A. one adult male, many adult females, pre-pubescent offspring of the male and females

B. one female, many adult males, pre-pubescent offspring of the female and males

C. many adult females, many adult males, pre-pubescent offspring of the female and males

D. one adult male, many adult females, pre-pubescent offspring PLUS all-male bachelor groups

28. What is the typical social grouping among gorillas?

A. one adult male, many adult females, pre-pubescent offspring of the male and females

B. one female, many adult males, pre-pubescent offspring of the female and males

C. many adult females, many adult males, pre-pubescent offspring of the female and males

D. one adult male, many adult females, pre-pubescent offspring PLUS all-male bachelor groups

29. Spider monkeys, howler monkeys, capuchin monkeys possess a physical feature that makes them rather distinctive in the world of monkeys. What is that physical feature?

A. prehensile tail
C. claws

B. habitual bipedalism
D. hands adapted to knuckle-walking

30. The major threat to primates is

A. hunting by humans
C. lack of genetic diversity

B. the pet trade
D. habitat destruction
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