Anthropology 7 – Native Peoples of North America

Section 49497 – TTh 11:10 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. – Fall 2006

Term Project Guidelines



Overview

This project has 2 goals: to help you learn about a Native American community / group from an anthropological perspective, and to promote use of the Internet's Web as a research tool. However, be forewarned. There are tens of thousand of sites on the Web that contain information concerning North America's indigenous peoples. Many (including the ones I’ve posted) claim to contain accurate information about the Native peoples. However, some sites contain information that is not only inaccurate and damaging, but extremely offensive to North America's indigenous peoples, especially those sites that portray North America's indigenous peoples as more than human (the "Noble Savage" stereotype) or less than human (the "Ignoble Savage"). Also, many sites claim to be authored by a Native person (when in fact the author is a non-Native masquerading as an Indian), or they are authored by either New Age folk or by Wannabe-Indians, that is, someone who has "discovered" their "Native heritage" (usually Cherokee or Sioux or both) through dreams, intuition, or “knowing” they are Indian. These are offenses for which there is no punishment severe enough. One of the most egregious examples of the latter was a web site authored by Julia White. Ms. White claimed to have "discovered" her "American Indian" heritage and writes articles for Connecting Spirit magazine, articles that discuss "Indian" history. May the Great Spirit help us if Ms. White gets known better. Her work is full of major inaccuracies regarding North America's First Nations (such as her erroneous discussion of the territorial extent of the Chumash) as well as extremely offensive language (such as her reference to members of the Powhatan confederacy as "ruthless savages"). In addition, at one time she blatantly stated that while she had no definitive proof, she just “knew” she was of Cherokee/Sioux heritage. Her updated site simply states that she IS of Cherokee/Sioux heritage! Perhaps she is.

So how does one critically evaluate a site whose author claims either to be an "Indian" or to present accurate information on the Native peoples? An excellent starting point for critically evaluating "Indian" web sites (or any web site) is Elaine M. Cubbins site Techniques for Evaluation American Indian Websites <http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ecubbins/webcrit.html>. Elaine is a Sihasapa Lakota (Blackfoot Sioux), holds a Master of Arts Degree in Information Resources and Library Science, and is a Ph.D. candidate in that field. So before doing any web work, read Elaine’s statements, then make a print version and keep it beside your computer when you go surfin’ for information about Indians.
And before you jump to any conclusions regarding MY expertise, let me say this: Since I’m teaching from an outsider’s perspective I cannot accurately represent Indian desires and interests, I make no pretense to do so, and I have no desire to do so. Michael Dorris, Modoc Indian author, offers some sound advice on the problems associated with studying the cultures and histories of America's indigenous people. He notes that whether we are Native or not, whether we hail from the U.S. or not, we never approach the study of any aspect of America's indigenous peoples with a blank slate. We all carry a host of assumptions and expectations unconsciously internalized, codified, and given "validity" and meaning through exposure to countless Hollywood westerns (from the John Wayne "The only good Indian is a dead one," to the "noble savage" of Dances With Wolves), TV programs, novels (including those of Tony Hillerman and James Fenimore Cooper), by childhood cowboy-and-Indian games, and by admonitions from our parents to "stop acting like a bunch of wild Indians." From these multiple sources come our deep-seated images of "Indians:" be they the noble "redman" (think of Squanto or Saccajaweya) or the bloodthristy savage (Pawnees in Dances With Wolves or Mohawks in Last of the Mohicans). We must acknowledge that we begin our inquiry into Native history, not from some neutral point, but many steps back, and we bring to our inquiry a whole host of stereotypes, biases, and prejudices.

Also, it is important for you to remember that anthropologists (and that is what I am) are all-too-human and our interests and scholarship are intricately connected with our biases and prejudices. I freely admit that I am not objective and I do not present "facts," rather I offer information about the First Americans according to my interpretation of the facts, interpretations which reflect my biases and prejudices. However, I try to present information that I believe to be both accurate and non-exploitative. If you find materials associated with this class which you believe to be inaccurate, or offensive to or exploitative of North America's First Peoples, please let me know.

Getting Started

First, read Chapters 1 and 13 in the Sutton text (An Introduction to Native North America). Then over the next two weeks scan the remaining 10 chapters, particular attention to those sections that deal with “Today” to get a general feel for 21st century Native America, and select one Native American community / group to research. For this project, you may consider any community / group EXCEPT for those who are profiled (Learn More About Contemporary Peoples) in the Sutton text. The community / group should be one that has some sort of territorial base (although it need not be a designated reservation) and/or a recognized socio-political cohesiveness. Additionally, the community / group must be large enough to have a presence on the Web, yet small enough to be able to maintain a community identity. Ideally you should focus on a community / group at the local level or who form an identifiable subgroup of a larger Native American community / group. The PRIMARY focus of your research is to learn about CONTEMPORARY lifestyles and conditions in your chosen Native American community, including gathering information concerning how that community interacts with, and is impacted by, the larger non-native communities within which the native community is embedded.
After choosing a community / group, you will find information in several ways: print media (books, articles, etc.); on the web; and, if possible, through direct communication with your chosen group / community. You will also be assessing your information and considering its source, especially with reference to materials found on the web. This project is broken down into a number of phases, so keep track of the due date for each phase. Feel free to turn in your work early. You will be graded on the organization, coherence, effort, and creativity of your project. Also, be aware that you will be graded on your ability to follow the directions. I will return each phase when you submit the next phase.
Term Project Phases

(All submissions MUST be machine typed / printed – no handwritten submissions accepted)

Phase I:  Topic. Identify your group / community and turn in its name
Due:  Week 4, Sept. 21
Find a community / group from your reading, experience, this class, or surfing the web. The group MUST be one that has a clearly delineated sense of community (territorial, residential, etc.). And do NOT say you’re researching the “Sioux” or the “Iroquois” as these are language groups, not cohesive, socio-political units residing in clearly delineated locations. Once you’ve selected a group, reread the relevant chapter in the Sutton text. Then go to the Cabrillo library and read about the group in the relevant volume (4 through 12) of the Handbook of North American Indians (the 1978 – 1990 volumes edited by Wm. Sturtevant (Call #E77.H25 1978- ). Then do a search of the Cabrillo library’s holdings for your specific group to see what’s readily available. Don’t forget to also look at periodicals and journals.

Phase II:  Sources. Turn in at least 6 full reference citations
Due:  Week 6, Oct. 5
This is a preliminary source list; your final project WILL include more references since you will be getting background information on your group. Find at least five (and preferably 6) websites and three (preferably 4) non-internet sources that deal specifically with your group. Three of the websites must deal with your group in the here-and-now and should (I’m tempted to say must) have different points of view regarding the group, such as supportive, critical, objective, etc. 

The non-internet sources may be articles, books (I only expect you to read the most relevant chapter), films, artwork, interviews, or first-hand correspondence (try emailing the relevant folks in your chosen group, tell them what kind of research you are doing – present stuff - and why you are doing the research and see what happens).

Turn in a preliminary reference list including full reference citations for each non-internet source (as in a bibliography), as well as a printout of each website’s first page only (wasting paper will adversely affect your grade). Be sure to include the dates you accessed each of the websites. For help in carrying out your research, go to Susan A. Vega Garcia’s webpage Recommended American Indian Websites < http://www.public.iastate.edu/~savega/amer_ind.htm>.

For the websites, be sure to give the name and address, along with a short description of the link. For example:  

	Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians

The official site of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. The site has lines to a number of topics including a Tribal Home Page, Tribal Casino, heritage and history, tribal council meetings, and more. http://www.aguacaliente.org/ Accessed August 28th, 2006.


Also try and determine who the site’s author is. In the above example, it’s fairly easy since it says at the bottom of the page that the web site is “A Development of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians.” However, for many sites, it can be very difficult to determine site authorship/ If in doubt about the author, first check whether the site has an "about us" link (i.e., a sub-page).  If still in doubt, use the website's name as the author. For print sources, use the following format and give a brief annotation. For example:

	Kehoe, Alice

2002. The Ghost Dance: Ethnohistory and Revitalization. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning. An ethnohistorical case study of the Ghost Dance religion of the North American Indians that the author uses in her exploration of significant aspects of American Indian life.


Phase III:  Constructing a Group Profile
Due:  Week 9, Oct. 26

Your profile must be about your group / community in the 21st century, not about their past, which will be addressed in a later phase. And remember, this is a profile, so keep your entries short, certainly no more than 100 words for each entry.
1. Group Name(s).

2. Geographical location(s).
3. Environmental setting(s).

4. Language(s) spoken.
5. Population
6. Cosmology / Religion(s).
7. Political organization.

8. Economics
9. Housing
Phase IV:  History of the Group
Due:  Week 10, Nov. 2
Give an overview (3-4 pages), not an in-depth historical treatise. In fact, if you can do it as a time-line, so much the better.

Phase V:  Current Concerns, Issues, and Controversies
Due:  Week 12, Nov. 16

Give a brief synopsis on each of the following:

1. Education

2. Health care, especially among children, the aged, and issues of alcohol and drug dependency

3. Control of the past

4. Sovereignity

5. Gaming, especially the role of gaming in contemporary tribal economy

6. Land claims

7. Treaty rights

Phase VI:  Final Bibliography (with source evaluation)
Due: Week 13, Nov. 21

Here is how your final bibliography should look: Consult the American Anthropological Association Style Guide (http://www.aaanet.org/pubs/style_guide.htm) for more examples of how to list your sources.

Bial, Raymond. 


1993. Amish Home. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. SOURCE TYPE: A

Hostetler, John Andrew.


1993. Amish Society.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 4th ed. and Revised Edition. SOURCE TYPE:  D

Kavanagh, Thomas


n.d.  Imaging and Imagining the Ghost Dance: James Mooney's Illustrations and Photographs, 1891-1893.  Online:  http://php.indiana.edu/~tkavanag/visual5.html.  Accessed January 28th, 2006. SOURCE TYPE: A

Kehoe, Alice


2002. The Ghost Dance: Ethnohistory and Revitalization. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning. SOURCE TYPE: A

MSNBC.  1998. Time & Again - Wounded Knee - Ghost Dance.  Online.


http://msnbc.com/onair/msnbc/TimeandAgain/archive/wknee/ghost.asp.  Accessed January 28th, 2006. SOURCE TYPE: F

For each of the sources you consulted in the preparation of you report, answer this question: Which of the following best describes the sources’ author(s). Choose one letter that applies to each sources and put that letter at the end of each source’s bibliographic listing:

a. an academic/scholar specialized in the group 

b. a non-specialized academic/scholar.

c. a journalist or reporter.

d. a wannabe or New Ager

e. an individual or research institute with a neutral value judgment of the group.

f. an individual or group with a positive or supportive judgment of the group (but NOT part of the group)

g. an individual or group critical or hostile towards the movement or group.

h. an individual or group that is part of the group itself.

Examples (none of these are real, as far as I know):

Let’s Act Like Indians, www.indiansRus.org: d
Indian Gaming: Pros and Cons, www.gaming.org: e
Imaging the American Indian in Children’s Literature, book: a
At the end of the bibliography, answer the following four questions.

1. Bias. In a paragraph or two, describe how the sources you used may have influenced or biased the quality and reliability of the information. Hint: all sources have some bias or point of view. Address, individually, at least 2 web sources and 2 print sources.

2. What have you learned about the Internet? In a paragraph or two, comment on the Internet as a research tool and source of information. Compare with the other sources you used.

3. (Optional) Opinion/Vent/Rant: Use this opportunity to express any opinions about the group you wish to provide (your honest opinion will not affect your grade). Keep to 1 page.

Phase VII:  Final Project Report
Due:  Week 15, Dec. 7

By this time you should have in your possession all Phases. If they need to be corrected or amended or added to, please do so. Then bundled the phases into one packet, along with a cover sheet and your bibliography. Staple all the pages together; do NOT use report covers or binders. Make a copy for yourself, as the packet will not be returned to you. Thus, the final project report consists of, in the following order:

1) Cover sheet, including: your name, the class name, section number, date, the name of your group, and perhaps a creative title/illustration. 

2) Phase I, followed by Phase II, III, IV, V, and VI

3) Bibliography
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