Defining the Genus Homo
The earliest appearance of genus Homo occurs in Africa between 2.3 and 2.5 m.y.a. The most primitive species assigned to genus Homo are not all that different from some australopithecines (especially A. africanus) in that they had relatively small brains (ranging from 510 cc to 775 cc) and a mosaic of apelike and human-like features. In general, early Homo differs from australopithecines by having a larger, more rounded braincase, a small, less projecting face, smaller teeth, and eventually a larger body and more efficient striding bipedalism. These features may be related to an adaptation that includes a shift in foraging strategy to a more animal-based diet (animal protein was most likely obtained by scavenging the kills of predators), greater ranging (early Homo remains are found in many different regions and eco-niches of Africa, unlike the australopithecines), and greater food processing through tool use.

There is much debate over the application of names to the fossil record for early Homo. Depending on the scientists, very earliest Homo is conceived of either as a single, variable species (called H. habilis) or as multiple, less variable species (usually H. habilis, H. rudolfensis, and simply “early Homo”).
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	H. rudolfensis – frontal view

(KNM-ER 1470)
	H. rudolfensis – lateral view

(KNM-ER 1470)
	H. habilis – frontal view

(ER 1813)
	H. habilis – lateral view

(ER 1813)


NOTE: Recently, a number of paleoanthropologists have proposed that these fossils (rudolfensis and habilis) should be assigned to the genus Australopithecus because they are fundamentally more similar to other australopithecines than to other species assigned to Homo. 

