Homo georgicus

Where: Dmanisi, Republic of Georgia

When: 1.8 m.y.a. (Layers of volcanic ash and sandy sediment, which contain remains along with numerous crude stone tools and flakes, have been dated radiometrically at 1.7 to 1.85 million years old.)
Evidence: Several complete and partial skulls (600-780 cubic centimeters brain volume); some post-cranial bones. Study of the leg bones shows that H. georgicus walked bipedally and upright, though there are some minor differences from both the African H. erectus hominids as well as later modern humans in that they lacked the full suite of derived locomotor traits. Some features of the shoulder blades and collar bones suggested that H. georgicus might possibly have been more australopith-like than human-like in the upper limbs.

Material Culture: Very primitive stone tools (consisting of a core, a chopper and a cutting flake), made from locally available basalt. These tools resemble the earliest African stone tools and were made using the same technology, known as Oldowan. The Oldowan toolmaking tradition is characterized by crudely worked pebble (chopping or smashing-bashing) tools dating to more than 2 million years ago. The tools are not formed after a standardized pattern and are chipped in two directions to form simple, rough, all-purpose tools capable of chopping, scraping, or cutting. Flakes remaining from such work were also employed as tools.
Social Culture: One skull is unusual in that it had lost all but one tooth, and most of them had been missing for a number of years. This suggests that the individual might have required considerable support from his companions to survive.

A First: First hominids to leave Africa. It has always been thought that the first hominid to leave Africa (around 1.8 m.y.a) was Homo erectus (or H. ergaster), and that this had happened after erectus had attained the modern body shape and full adaptation to bipedality. H. georgicus, at least for now, seems to refute that thought. It’s possible that H. georgicus evolved from habilis-like ancestors that had already left Africa.
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Skeletal images from TalkOrigins (www.talkorigins.org/faqs/homs/d2700.html).
