MYB 4 – Do I need to deal with taxes and licenses?
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Name _____________________________

Section ____________________________

1. I just got licensed for a construction business. It is part time because I already have a steady job. Do I have to file for a fictitious name? If I do will this will it set off bells and whistles with the local government? Do I need a business license? I do plan to claim a good portion of any money made on my tax return, even though most payments will be cash. Should I contact an accountant sooner rather than later?
Please respond to the questions above. 

2. I am the sole owner of a small real estate brokerage firm. I am asked to give my Social Security number every time I apply for a business account with local vendors. The California Department of Consumer Affairs told me that because I am not a reseller of products and only provide services it can’t issue me a tax ID number. In this age of identity theft, what can I do to guard my Social Security number and change my tax id status?
Please respond to the question above.

